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WEST PAPUA IN CRISIS]

By David Skeat

West Papua (Irian Jaya) is a region within Indonesia. It shares a common border with
Papua New Guinea (PNG); and like the people of PNG the West Papuans are of
Melanesian decent thus making them the only the Melanesians in the population
base of Indonesia. Recently | was asked to go to West Papua to see myself the
kinds of problems that exist there. | was stunned!

The Melanesian people of West Papua are amongst
the most neglected people that | have met and their
situation is reminiscent of East Timor prior to
liberation. Everywhere you go there are soldiers and
military check points and one gets the feeling that a
great tragedy is being enacted in these ancient lands.
Within their own country the Melanesian people of
West Papuare trying to survive and just live a village
based life that provides for them and for their children.

Some elements within Indonesia see the West West Papua shas a_common
Papuans as easy targets and cheat them out of their border with

land and homes. It is difficult for the Melanesian
Papuans to participate in the financial economy within
their own land as this too has been taken over by
these same elements.

Papua New Guinea

West Papuans have a lower standard of health care than other people living in the
region do, they have a much lower standard of living and are discriminated againstin
the local education system.

HIV / AIDS and malaria are rampant in the area and many families rely on non-
government clinics for their health care needs. These clinics are often under
resourced and stretched to the limits.

Some indigenous community leaders are reported missing, presumed to be killed by
those trying to take over this beautiful place, and many Melanesian children have
been abducted never to be seen again. One can understand why, two years ago, 20
West Papuan boat people risked all to try and get to Australia. This situation is very
serious.

.

continued page 6

J




Why not do your part to fight malaria? If you are travelling in a malaria
endemic area why not take an extra mosquito net with you as a gift to
a local family — for just a few dollars, and a place in your baggage you
could help to save a life!

Buzz Off are selling high quality mosquito nets to people travelling
overseas as part of it Mozzie Net Bank program. You can buy your
mosquito nets from Buzz Off from $10 each plus postage (depending
on the size of the net). Group orders are welcome too. Just email
nets@buzzoff.org and place your order. Profits from this program will
help Buzz Off.

Work Commences on Building 2 at Hera

The second building at Hera is on the way! Readers will remember that last
year we opened the first building at Hera that included two pre-school rooms

and class rooms for grades1 and 2; together with office space, a teacher’s
resource room storage facilities and toilets. The total cost of the building
was $100,000.

The second building on the same site will include more class rooms, a
meeting area, storage rooms, a kitchen and a basketball court. It will double
the numbers of children in Hera who will be able to receive an education
through the ministry of Kids’ Ark.

The second building is expected to cost $100,000. Our fund raising is
approaching half way and we need to find more donors who will help us put
together the funds needed for the second half of the project. Our deadline for
completing the work is September 2008. So we need to see a lot of money
come in very quickly.

Our friends at Kids Stuff continue to support the work and we have received
a very generous donation of $35,000 through one of their contacts, but more
is needed to finish the job. Our friendsat HANDS in Adelaide will also be
working on aspects of the second building. Their work on the first building
was invaluable and we are glad to have them on board again.

The project itself serves a dual purpose, firstly, it provides a school and
education program that will benefit the community for many years to come,
this alone is a great outcome. The second benefit is in the area of

employment and training. East Timor has unemployment of over 90%. In a Work on the foundations at Hera
poor economy jobs are scarce. ARMS is employing East Timorese workers

from Hera to do the work on the building site. This not only gives a huge injection of funds into the local community but
also provides the workers with skills and experience so that they are better able to find employment on other sites once
this project is finished. It really is a win / win situation.

The lesson we have learned from the last building is that its completion did a lot to generate self esteem into the
community of Hera. The people there view it as their school and were thrilled to see its construction take place. Many
of them participated in the construction process and when the building was opened it was a major highlight for the
region with hundreds attending the opening ceremony.

The second building will futher help to reinforce this community’s self-esteem and reinforce to the people that they are
not forgotten and that they are important. To the people of Hera this building project seems to be bringing new hope.

ARMS is continually fundraising for this project and would like to hear from anyone who can help us either with a tax
deductible donation towards the project, or perhaps an introduction to people in the business sector who would
consider giving towards this project.

If you can help us in raising the remainder of the funds needed to complete building 2 please contact the ARMS
National Office.
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 SAFER PREGNANCIES FOR POORER MUMS

Some years ago | met with Kirsty Gusmao and was impressed by
the work she was doing to help improve the status of women in
East Timor. One of the issues we discussed at the time was the
poor standards of pre and post natal care that are available to
women in remote areas of East Timor. As a consequence of these
discussions ARMS raised thousands of dollars to provide care
packages for mothers giving birth in East Timor.

Child birth in the developing world often does not occur in the most
sanitary of circumstances. Rude bamboo or earthen floors are
often where the baby is delivered. Lack of sterilization facilities and

inappropriate local customs can further endanger both mother and — - -
child. Village midwife peparing to cut the umbilical

cord with a machete

A friend of mine in India told me that in one village they visited, it was the custom to paint the room (that the birth was
to take place in) with cow manure because cows were considered holy.

In remote areas in East Timor after the birth takes place, mother and child are left for up to 4 weeks in a smoke filled
room on a rough earthen floor to recover from the birth. Some health care workers report that during that time neither
mother nor child is washed.

In one Thai village one of our health care workers visted, it is the practice for the umbilical cord to be cut with any old
thing that is lying around such as the machete that was just used to kill the pig or chop the fire wood.

A health study done on internally displaced people living in Burma showed that one in 12 women died in child birth or
as a result of child birth. (In Thailand the figure is one in 900.)

The relatively few women in the developing world who give birth in a birthing centre or hospital often leave too early
and return home to care for their families as that is considered their duty. They leave hospital with no sanitary pads,
or clean clothes, just the clothes they were wearing when they walked in the door. As you can see, child birth can
be a risky business. It is no wonder that post natal infections rage in some areas and that some babies die of what
we know to be preventable diseases.

On my most recent trip to East Timor and West Papua this issue was very much on my mind. As | travelled | asked
health care workers what they would need to improve the birthing process and to see a reduction in the numbers of
women who suffer post-natal infections. After much discussion | put up an idea that had originally come out of the
discussions | had with Kirsty Gusmao all those years ago. What if the clinics we are helping were to give a care
package to mothers who came to them in order to have their baby; or, who had the health care worker in attendance if
they had the baby at home. One West Papuan health care worker jumped out of her chair when this was suggested.
That would be an incentive to the women to come to the clinic instead of the going to the witch-doctor! she
exclaimed. In the village she works in the witch-doctor not only performs spells and incantations but also gives the
women potions that make them sick. The mother care packages could act as an incentive that would save lives and
help to change unsafe health practices in at least some of the communities we are working in.

After consultation with the health workers we are sure that over a 12 month period, we could distribute 1000 care
packages to mothers living in villages and remote areas through the 6 clinics we are serving in East Timor, West
Papua and on the Thai/ Burmese border.

The care packages will come in a plastic bpwl that is big enough to be used as a baby bath. Inside that bowl! will be a
new wrap around skirt for the mother with clean underwea, sanitary pads and 2
cakes of soap. A jump suit for the baby, baby soap and a mosquito net. Prices of all
the ingredients of each pack vary according to the country in which the items are
purchased, but we estimate each care package will cost an average of $15.00.

Giving birth is a time for a woman to feel special and to rejoice that a new life has
come into the world; it should not be a time when a family grieves the loss of the
mother, the child, or both. At ARMS we want to try and change that.

Our challenge to our readers and supporters is this — can you get together with your
friends and raise money for this mother care package program? Itis the kind of
project that many people could be passionate about and could raise ongoing funds.
Please contact the National Office if you would like to help.

Tribal mother with
\_ malnourished child
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Getting Back T o Bedrock

~

Recently | was on a speaking tour in
the United States. | have family living
there and so each trip to the US is
always a great time to catch up with
my son and daughter in law and grand
children.

This time my wife Marie was travelling
with me and we had occasion to travel
through the North East of the US, to
those places where America was first
founded. We travelled through New
England, Pennsylvania, Washington
DC and New York before heading
across to the West Coast.

Some years ago my son gave me a
book that contained some of the major
historical documents of the United

States, a book that | read with some
interest. One document that moved me
greatly was the Declaration of
Independence. In this document lies
the seed of what makes America
today.

The Declaration of Independence uses
some curious phraseology in its pre-
able, it says;

We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed, by their
Creator, with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty and pursuit of happiness.

Upon this one statement has America
built its nationhood. It encapsulates
what Americans and other Westerners
believe about freedom. When Thomas
Jefferson penned the Declaration of
Independence he was not writing
anything new, he was just putting in to
words what most Christian people
believed. The difference between the
American Patriots and other thinkers of
the time was that the Patriots wanted
to found a new country based on these
principles. Like others of their era, they
saw freedom, as a Christian value that
was directly tied to Grace. This part of
the Declaration of Independence has
become the foundation of American
society and in moments of crisis,
people such as Abraham Lincoln and
Martin Luther King Jr. have called the
American people back to this bedrock
value.

\ details.

(Supporting  ARMS Through Your W eekly)
Grocery Shopping

Supporters of ARMS living in Victoria can now
support ARMS in a new way.

The Ritchies chain of supermarkets have added
ARMS to their Community Benefits Program. Through
this program Ritchies seeks to pour back into the
community funds that will assist local charities.
Shoppers simply pick up a Community Benefit Card
at the check out nominate their charity and 1% of
their total grocery bill is given to that charity. Over the
years this has seen millions of dollars donated to local community groups.

People wanting to support ARMS can either fill in our name when they pick up
their Community Benefits card, or write to us and we will send you a
community benefits card that automatically makes sure that 1% of your
grocery shop is donated to us. Just contact the ARMS National Office for
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By David Skeat
What is bedrock?

| once saw a TV show that was
explaining how when engineers want
to build a large bridge they have to
dig down deep to the bedrock below
and use that as the foundation.
Bedrock rock that is so thick it is
not possible to move it, for a large
structure it is the safest of
foundations.

The bedrock | am speaking of here
has to do with the deep beliefs
people have that are so entrenched
in us, that it is impossible to deny
they exist; and in times of trouble
we can be called back to them.

Some of the issues we are
facing in the West have more
to do with the choices of an
affluent post modern age
than they do with the basics
of freedom itself.

In America and Australia, and other
western countries around the world
we see how freedom is being
expressed and worked out. The
original concept of human rights was
based on the belief that there are
certain unalienable God given rights
given to humans that should never
be denied. Today, there has been a
shift in thinking and many people will
scoff at the idea of God being part
and parcel of any understanding of
human rights. Some people cannot
tell why they believe it, but they feel
strongly about various human rights
issues. Those who cannot say why
they have a certain conviction should
perhaps dig a little deeper into
themselves and see if there is not
some long forgotten bedrock still in
place!

Sadly, even in countries like America
and Australia the certain unalienable
rights are often taken for granted.

Court Judgment

Whilst | was in America, the
Californian Supreme court over
turned a law that was supported by
the vast majority of Californians. The
court’s decision made it legal for
gays and lesbians to marry. In its
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decision, the court accepted the
argument that marriage was an
unalienable right that could not be
denied to same sex couples.
Personally, | think this is a big
Stretch; given the Christian worldview
at the time of the writing of the
Declaration of Independance, it would
be highly unlikely that the American
Patriots would have seen gay and
esbian marriage as an unalienable
right! The fight over this issue is far
from over but both sides are jostling
around this key phrase taken from the
Declaration of Independence.

Freedom

-reedom is something that we need
fo consider carefully. We have
freedom here in Australia and that
freedom expands our choices. We
have freedom to go where we like and
see whomever we like. We can
choose a career path; choose the
kinds of clothes we wear and the type
pf car we drive. We can go to church
pr not go to church. Freedom brings
with it choices, and we all like to have
as many choices as possible. The
problem is that modern marketing
techniques are telling us to make the
choices we want, as there is no-one
more important person than
purselves.

Some of the issues we are facing in
the West have more to do with the
choices of an affluent post modern

... our lives should reflect the
conviction that God is about
providing the right to life,
liberty and happiness to all,
not just a few ...

pge than they do with the basics of
freedom itself. They have little to do
with life and liberty but have more to
do with us seeking personal
happiness at a breakneck speed! We
que about wage justice (which is an

important issue) but what of those who
do not have a wage? Whilst we fine
tune our corporate salary packages
arguing for our rights what of those
who cannot work and sleep with their
families in a garbage dump? Whilst
we appeal to the courts to grant us
what we perceive to be our rights, we
tell our governments to reduce foreign
aid because we cannot afford it. As we
seek to make for ourselves tax
shelters that will increase and protect

Rose Mu - knew where her bedrock lay our wealth, we ignore those who are

without shelter who live on the streets,
in the forests or in refugee camps in
far off countries.

Despite the current course of selfish
indulgence, the Western world was
founded on Christian values. Its
strengths came from Biblical
foundations and the historical high and
low centre on how well these biblical
values were applied or adhered to.

“It does not matter what you
think, or what happens to
you in life; God is still God

and He is good. ”

Racism was not a Biblical concept,
but racism in the form of slavery, was
part and parcel of the British Empire
until Christian men such as William
Wilberforce made it their life’s work to
stamp out slavery altogether. This
story has recently been made into a
feature film called Amazing Grace.

Mother Teresa of Calcutta used her
faith and freedom to address the issue
of the forgotten dying lepers on the
streets of Calcutta. The world gave her
a Noble Prize but remembers her
more as an eccentric saint rather than
an a Christian woman who stood up
for the cause of freedom. The list goes
on, and over time many lesser known
characters have used their freedom to
stand up for those who lack the very
basics of what we have.

To build laige bridges you need to find {4 the pedrock we that we can build on!

bedrock.

However, in the world we now live In, ™\
now that we have achieved high levels
of life and liberty our focus is on the
pursuit of personal happiness. The
consumer age we live in has placed our
focus squarely on ourselves, and in
doing so, has lessened the impact that
misfortune of others should have on us.

Getting back to the bedrock

Like America, we all have bedrock in
our lives that we go back to when
things look like they are going astray.
After the 911 attacks in 2001, many
people who would not consider
themselves to be religious, went to
church to try and make sense of it all.

In writing this | am reminded of my
friend Rose Mu who died a few years
ago. Rose was a refugee in Mae-la
camp who ran an orphanage that we
funded. She had a tragic story. The
Burmese government had taken away
her house and lands — she had been
tortured and raped by government
soldiers for months whilst she was
imprisoned on false charges, and after
escaping to Thailand she was living a
very frugal existence in a refugee camp
with her 2 children, looking after 60
other children she could not afford to
feed or clothe on her own. | was talking
to her one day about her life and she
said something | have never forgotten.
She said, It does not matter what you
think, or what happens to you in life;
God is still God and He is good. This
was Rose’s bedrock, her belief that
despite her circumstances God was in
control and that He is a good God.

Like Rose, | believe that God is good
and that He has indeed given all of us
certain unalienable rights that should
be apparent to all. My passion in this
area is fuelled by this belief, coupled
together with the conviction that God
wants to be counted amongst the
carers and mourners, with those whose
most basic rights are denied them. |
cannot walk away from Jesus’
command to go into all the world. To
me Jesus’ words and actions are there
for me to follow. They are bedrock.

As a society we need to find balance.
Our lives should reflect the conviction
that God is about providing the right to
life, liberty and happiness to all, not
just a few; and we should not rest until
that is the reality.

We all need to dig deep and get down
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The high unemployment that exists amongst the West Papuan community
has other repercussions; menial jobs mean menial wages, menial wages
mean poor standards of living; resulting in malnutrition and people dying from
preventable diseases. It means poorer accommodation and no options for
education.

After seeing the problems in West Papua | feel that at ARMS we need to do
something to get involved and to help these people. | can see three ways that
this can happen. Firstly, we will try and recruit medical professionals to go to
West Papua to help train health care workers on site. This will help in creating
a better standard of services. Secondly, we will try to assist in the provision of
medicines and anti-malarials to
clinics in West Papua that we
are able to establish a good and
accountable relationship with (so
far we have two such clinics in
mind with a third on the horizon).
Thirdly, we will try to initiate a
Micro Enterprise scheme that
will help to establish a job
creation and business creation
project that will train West
Papuans in ethical business and
wealth creation so that they
better provide for their families.

West Papua is going to need long term engagement, our prayers, our know
how and our giving will help to save lives and get these people back on their
feet again so that they can better care for themselves.

( Nets and testing kit s sent to cyclone
victims in Burma

The recent cyclone in Burma took the world by surprise; not because of the
magnitude of the disaster but because of the firm refusal of the military junta
(SPDC) that rules Burma to allow any foreign aid workers to come into the
country. Despite the huge loss of life and the need for intervention to save
more lives; the world community was basically told to leave their donations at
Burma’s front door and to go home and to let the SPDC fix everything.

N

This is a bit rich coming from a government who has the worst human rights
record of any government in the region, and who is directly responsible for the
deaths of over 600,000 minority people it has mercilessly killed in order to
gain control of the lands close to Thailand that are rich in teak and precious
stones.

Because of the SPDC's refusal to allow foreign aid workers into Burma
thousands more have needlessly died.

However despite the SPDC'’s failure to care for their people, Buzz Off was
able to get over 100 mosquito nets and hundreds testing kits into the disaster
zone. This was especially important as the dumping of excess water into the
region gave mosquitoes more places to breed, hence increasing the malaria
problem that already exists in the
area.

We would have liked to have done
more in this regards, but funds
were short and the window we had
in order make the delivery was very
tight. Please continue to pray for
this situation, and to support Buzz
Off as we look to provide more nets
and testing kits to communities
who are ravaged by the diseases
that mosquitoes bring.
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The RescueNet Page

ANZ Trustees.
GPO Box 389D
Melbourne Vic 3001
Phone: 1800 011 047
Fax: 0392736411
Email: charitabletrusts@anz.com

RESCUENET'S FUTURE IS
IN SAFE HANDS!

By David Skeat

Recently, | had the privilege
of spending a few days with
ateam of young people
who were training with
RescueNet in Salem,
Oregon. This group were
highly motivated and very
keen to do whatever it took
to pass their course and
eventually get out into the
field in a disaster context.

The course included rope
work and climbing, fire suppression, medical training, radio coms, and
this group were going for it! As | made my way back to California (where
| was staying at the time) | reflected on just how effective our
RescueNet Training has become. Not only do we offer a high standard
of training be we are now running courses in Australia, the US and
Europe. People attending these courses are answering the call to get
involved with those who are caught up in the midst of a disaster.

RescueNet began with an email that crossed my desk several years
ago in which a man called Brett Harwood was asking if there was
anyone out there who had a burden for those being caught up in
disasters. Mark Cockburn and myself responded and within a few
months we had begun to piece together the ministry that is known
today as RescueNet.

After much prayer and training, deployments commenced in 2003 with
Mark and | deploying to Iraq, since that time RescueNet has deployed
into the Philippines, Pakistan, and the Tsunami. (A team was on
standby to go into Burma earlier this year but the Burmese
government’s refusal to allow international aid workers into the country,
meant that the deployment could not go forward.)

Today, RescueNet is an international ministry that has begun to
multiply. We have trained staff on three continents and more are training
with us each year. In the coming years we will see operational offices at
other locations around the globe.

| am so proud of our team.
They, and the group of
young people in Salem,
and those who will train
with us in Sydney and
Amsterdam later in the
year will provide the means
through which the vision of
RescueNet will be
achieved.
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O | would like to become a supporter of ~ ARMS and will regularly
pray for it s ministry and /or give a monthly gif tof$..... per month.
I encloseagiftof$....... towards:

O National Office Support O WestPapua O RescueNet O Buzz Off
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